
Church Council Meeting 
Roberta UMC-June 4, 2020 

 
Protocols for Worship Reopening 

 
 

 Social Distancing.  Social distancing of at least six feet should be observed at all times for 
everyone’s protection. 

 Two Worship Services.  There will be two services offered each Sunday:  8:30AM and 10:00AM 
(those who come to the second service will be discouraged from arriving earlier than 9:45AM to 
avoid bottlenecking at the entrances/exits). 

 Seating.  We will have odd number pews at one service and even number pews at the other.  This 
will enable congregants to be the only ones sitting in their pew on that day.  Designated places will 
be marked off for families, couples and individuals.  Families in the same household do not need to 
be socially distanced. 

 Entrance/Exit/Elevator. 
 We will have an adequate amount of ushers/greeters to assist people at all entrances/exits for 

both services. 
 The doors coming in on both sides of the choir loft can remain open all morning.  An 

usher/greeter will be stationed at the door. 
 We will need an usher/greeter socially distanced to greet on the outside of the foyer entrance, 

weather permitting, or inside in the foyer. 
 The foyer doors will open thirty (30) minutes before the 8:30AM service and fifteen (15) minutes 

before the 10:00AM service. 
 Another usher/greeter will be in the sanctuary to help congregants with seating for both 

services. 
 At attendant will be at each door in the Welcome Center.  These doors will be opened thirty (30) 

minutes prior to the 8:30AM service and fifteen (15) minutes before the 10:00AM service.  The 
attendant will close and lock the doors about 10 minutes after the services have begun.  These 
attendants may choose to join the service in progress. 

 We will have an elevator attendant for both services to push the buttons outside and inside the 
elevator.  They will be in place during the same time period as all ushers and greeters above. 

 The ushers/greeters will be the ones to open the exit doors after the conclusion of each service. 
 Congregants will be directed to exit the sanctuary one row at a time, being cognizant of social 

distancing. 
 Masks/Gloves. 

 It is preferred that ushers, greeters and attendants wear masks and gloves while serving. 
 Congregants are encouraged to wear masks and/or gloves, but are not required.  There will be 

a supply available at the church or they may bring their own from home. 
 Cleaning of Frequently-Touched Areas. 

 Ushers, greeters and attendants will be on alert to periodically wipe down door knobs, handles 
and other frequently-touched items/areas. 

 Someone will disinfect the top rails of the pews and the stair rails between services as they are 
used for balance for congregants. 

 We will have a person stationed at both restroom locations prior to and after each service.  
These persons will instruct people to sanitize all areas where there has been physical contact 
before leaving the restrooms.  Gloves and wipes will be available on a table for this purpose.  
The bathroom attendants should wear masks and gloves when sanitizing areas under their 
jurisdiction. 

 Children Accompanied by Parent/Guardian.  Children must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian at all times– particularly when using the restroom. 

 Offering/Can in Each Hand. 
 Offering envelopes will be available in the foyer and in the Welcome Center.  They will be 

spread out on the table individually so that one can be taken without touching another. 
 Barrels will be placed at all three entrances and exits for congregants to drop in tithes and 

offerings. 
 “Can in Each Hand” will be collected as usual. 

 



 Communion.  Communion packets will be provided on tables in the foyer and Welcome Center for 
congregants to pick up on the first Sunday of the month.  Ushers and greeters will remind them as 
they arrive. 

 

 
 
 
 No Bulletins, Handouts or Passing of an Attendance Register.  There will be no bulletins or 

handouts for worship services.  We will not pass an attendance register. 
 Items Removed from Pews.  All items have been removed from the pews with the exception of two 

bottles of hand sanitizer and a box of tissues. 
 No Passing of the Peace.  We will not have a passing of the peace. 
 Microphone Use.  We will not share microphones to give prayer requests.  You may drop them in 

the prayer box as you enter. 
 Children.  The children’s message will be given from the platform.  Children will stay with their 

families in the pew.  Children/youth director plans to use social media to keep programs going each 
week for children/youth.  Hopefully, we can resume regular activities by late summer. 

 Nursery.  There will be no nursery provided.  A parent or guardian may use the nursery, as needed, 
provided social distancing is observed. 

 Media.  The media center will still have a vital role in our worship services, although some 
adjustments will be necessary to provide safe distancing for our media workers. 

 Congregational Singing.  We will temporarily postpone congregational singing.  Apparently, this is 
supposed to carry some risk of spread. 

 Choir. 
 The choir will be divided into two groups, split between services. 
 The choir will be seated skipping chairs, to ensure social distancing. 
 A soloist will either sing in place with a mic or be seated in a location where they can exit to the 

platform while avoiding close contact with another person. 
 Signage Throughout the Church.  Appropriate signage will be posted throughout the church facility. 
 Communication to Congregation.  Emails, letters and a video presentation will be shared with the 

congregation to help acquaint them with the process before the first Sunday of reopening. 
 

  



Adult Ministries 
 
 Midweek Bible Study: Start back in July, or earlier, at the discretion of the pastor and the 

comfort level of the participants. 
 
 Sunday School: Postponed until further notice.  Teachers are encouraged to have 

studies online through Zoom, etc. 
 

 UMW and UMM: The decision to start back will be at the discretion of the executive 
committees of each group and the comfort level of participants. 
 

 Busy Bees: The decision to start back will be at the discretion of the group and the 
comfort level of participants. 
 

 Senior Monthly Meals: Postponed until further notice. 
 

 Church Sponsored Trips: Postponed until further notice. 
 

Children/Youth Ministries: All on-campus ministries are postponed until Cabarrus County Schools 
reopen.  Our children/youth director will have weekly meetings and 
lessons online for both groups. 
 

Committee Meetings: Committee meetings may begin immediately as they are vital to the 
health, planning and growth of the church. 

 
Choir Practice: Choir practice may begin immediately or at the discretion of the music 

director and the comfort level of the choir members. 
 
Food: Preparation and sharing meals together is discouraged until further 

notice.  Prepackaged refreshments are acceptable.  The only exception 
would be the preparation of meals for the bereaved. 

 
Social Gatherings: Reservations for new social gatherings on campus by those outside our 

church will be postponed until further notice.  Those few events that 
were previously placed on the calendar will be addressed on an 
individual basis. 

 
Zumba Classes: Zumba classes will be postponed until further notice. 
 
Weddings and Funerals: Though there is no mass gathering cap on the number of people who 

may attend a wedding or funeral ceremony, we believe a safe 
recommendation for our sanctuary would be 75 persons or less to 
ensure social distancing.  The Welcome Center could be used for 
overflow.  Receptions or visitations before or after weddings and 
funerals are subject to the mass gathering limit.  Under Phase 2 of the 
government order for reopening, that would constitute not more than ten 
(10) people indoors or 25 people outdoors. 

 
While it is exciting to begin to open our doors again for public worship and fellowship, we must do so 
with an abundance of caution to protect our congregation and help everyone feel safe.  One great rule 
of thumb is to treat every person as if you are a carrier of the COVID-19 virus. 
 
A few practical safety tips can go a long way to reducing the possibility of spread: 

1. Designate someone to arrive at the meeting 15 minutes early to prop open all doors to your 
meeting location to avoid contact with door knobs or handles. 

2. Wipe down door knobs, handles and other frequently-touched items and areas. 
3. Practice social distancing by keeping at least six feet from others. 
4. Observe all safety signage instructions posted throughout the church.  Don’t forget to take 

special care to follow restroom protocols. 
5. Though a mask is not required, strongly consider wearing one as a gift to those around you. 


